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"Look what we've got!"
Feb 16, 2016
Back in the ‘90s, there was talk of forming a Sullivan County
Film Commission, tasked with seeking out and inviting filmmakers to use our county for film and
television production. 
Sullivan County is a natural. “Look what we've got,” says Sullivan County Visitors Association
President Roberta Byron-Lockwood.
We've got gorgeous scenery, ornate architecture, golf courses, ski areas, rivers, creeks and streams,
mountains and valleys, beauty in every season, but especially stunning in autumn. We've got
farmers markets and farmland, complete with cows, llamas, alpacas and more. And, as much as
we'd like to remove them, we know that some of our no-longer-in-use buildings, bungalows and

barns can make interesting fodder for movie scenes. 
The film commission didn't come to fruition back in the ‘90s despite several meetings, and

subsequent efforts to resuscitate it didn't result in any concrete plans. 
In spite of that fact, we have had several movies filmed here in the last 20 years including the 2011
release “Martha Marcy May Marlene,” “Transamerica,” which took place in (wink, wink) Callicoon,
Kentucky, the 2014 release “Jamie Marks is Dead,” and the 2014 movie “Hits.” 
Cinematic interest in the county abounds with Narrowsburg's Big Eddy Film Festival coming up on
its fifth year and the full-service Beaverkill Studio in Parksville, complete with soundstage, editing
studios, dining area, conference rooms and sleeping quarters. 
So here we are, a decade and a half after the initial talk of a film commission with renewed interest
and renewed talks. 
The SCVA's Byron-Lockwood reports that the Catskill Film Commission of Sullivan County has
been meeting for the past four or five months, and includes members of the aforementioned
Beaverkill Studio, as well as the Delaware Valley Arts Alliance. The group is currently compiling
lists of locations, services and more, while also looking at the available incentives. 
“We want to make sure the Sullivan County Catskills and the Catskills region is recognized as a
potential film location with a good representation of all the sites and services we have here,” says
Bryon-Lockwood. 
This past weekend, we saw two movies, and since we stay for the credits at the end, we saw the
names of hundreds of people who worked on the films. So while we are counting on the
Montreign/Adelaar Casino complex to bring lots of jobs to the area, we think it's important to
flaunt everything else Sullivan County has to offer, and bring some of those jobs here. 
We hope the Catskill Film Commission of Sullivan County is adequately funded and supported.
That way, we can let everyone know what we've got to offer.
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